[Education of medical mycology for dermatologists in Japan].
Inquiries were made to estimate the level of dermatological practice and to elucidate the mycological education of 147 recruits who applied to take the specialized examination offered by the Japanese Dermatological Association in August 2000. The potassium hydroxide (KOH) examination was performed on the following percentages of the 147 recruits: for tinea corporis, 79.6%; tinea manuum, 76.9%; pityriasis versicolor and tinea cruris, 74.1% and oral candidiasis, 70.1% respectively. Culture examination was applied by 30.6% of the recruits for sporotrichosis, 19.7% for dematiaceous fungal infection and 15.6% for kerion. Ninety-five percent of the recruits had been trained at university hospitals. Another inquiry was made to directors of 380 dermatology clinics (88 university hospitals and 292 other clinics), in June 2000. KOH-examinations had been made at 94% of the university hospitals and 83% of the other clinics for all of suspected mycosis, whereas culture examinations were made at only 8% and 3% respectively. Further mycological examinations such as identification of the isolates to species level had been made at 73% of the university hospitals. It is postulated that 88% of the university hospitals have facilities to offer a medical mycology education to dermatologists. From these results it is concluded that the available mycological education is insufficient to satisfy the levels of dermatology specialists for clinical practice.